
"There’s been
a notable
improvement
in revenue
collected in
2022/23”
~ DM Masondo

INTERVIEW OF THE ANC CAUCUS CHAIRPERSON,
 COMRADE SESISO MOHAI, ANC MP. WHAT IS 
THE GENERAL OVERVIEW OF THE 2023 SONA?




ANC Caucus Chair: Cde Seiso Mohai on SONA Debate 

Caucus
The 2023 President’s State of the
Nation Address is one of the
watershed moments in the evolution
of South Africa in four interrelated
essential regards. First, as the last
State of the Nation Address before a
year that marks the 3rd decade of
South Africa’s constitutional
democracy, secondly; as the first
SONA after the Covid19 pandemic
that has inflicted significant setbacks
on the economic recovery and
reconstruction from the ravages of
the global economic melt-down that
has since started in 2007, thirdly; a
SONA that precede a year of the 7th
national general elections in 2024,
and lastly; a SONA that take place in
the domestic context of the
persisting energy crisis and the triple
challenges of poverty, unemployment
and inequality. 
Accordingly, this context generates
huge expectations of the people of
South Africa, united in diversity, the
domestic and international business
community and the organized labour
for decisive action and change. At the
core of these expectations are,
among others; how this SONA will
put the country on a new trajectory
of sustainable economic recovery,
reconstruction and development; the
decisive resolution of the energy
crisis and load shedding; creating a
free and safe country by defeating
crime; renewed efforts in the fight
against corruption,
maladministration and incompetency
in the public sector and the
repositioning the local government at
the coal face of local socioeconomic
development and  
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accelerated delivery of basic services:
water and sanitation, roads and quality
provision and maintenance of public
infrastructure. 
The President has outlined detailed
progress and challenges, including clear
government plans on some pertinent
issues going forward. Contrary to some
sceptics, the announcement of the
Ministry of Electricity will go a long way in
providing targeted and focused leadership
and change management on the
repositioning and transformation of the
electricity sector. What is most critical in
deciding whether South Africans’ hope,
confidence and trust in government will be
restored is the urgent and decisive action
to implement these plans. This will be the
deciding factor for the governing African
National Congress to conquer the decisive
majority in the coming national general
elections. There is no middle road ahead. 
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RESPONSES FROM CONSTITUENCIES ON 
THE STATE OF THE NATION ADDRESS 2023

 



WHAT WERE YOUR
EXPECTATIONS OF THE
PRESIDENT’S STATE OF THE
NATION ADDRESS?
Matshediso Leonard Mothekhe (52
years) from Ward 8, Lusaka
Theunissen (Masilonyana Local
Municipality) in Free State province
• That basic service delivery
challenges must be prioritised
namely support in education in
particular safety in schools.
• Should equally address solutions
on saving the current jobs and
future plans on how to create new
jobs.
• Should address the challenges
faced by institutions such as the
office of the Public Protector, SIU,
NPA, Auditor General with their
inadequate budgets and look into
possible ways of increasing their
Budgets
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DID THE PRESIDENT RESPOND 
TO YOUR EXPECTATIONS?

• The measures that will be put in
place in terms of recruiting people
who will be working in the public
service is a step in the right
direction. 
• The introduction of a new Ministry
in the cabinet, hopefully that will
address the constant irritation of
power cuts. 
• We hope that the rail system will
be upgraded to what it used to be in
the glory days of metrorail and
Shosholozarail.

Nyennye Moloto (35 years) from
Rammolutsi, 1772 Ward 19 in Free
State • Must address the issue of
Youth unemployment and come up
with a working model to be
implemented so as to reduce
unemployment to under 20% within
the next 12 months. 
months. 
• A clear plan on how to deal with  

 

the power generation at municipal
level. Municipalities must be given/
awarded licenses to generate
electricity and sell to residents. 
• Use of 4th Industrial Revolution in
safety and security. Installation of
cameras at Police stations and
business CBD.
 
Tshotleho Peter Landman (51 years)
from 8028 Rammulotsi,
Viljoenskroon  in Free State 
• The President to touch on the
issue of Public servants’salaries.

 

Joel Bafo Matlaila, Maphanga (47
years) Dr J.S Moroka Municipality,
Ward 18 in Mpumalanga
• The president should deal with a
matter of energy crisis that results
in continuous loadshedding which
affects many sectors such as Health
and Business. 
• Deal with issues of unemployment
and education.

WHAT WERE YOUR
EXPECTATIONS OF THE
PRESIDENT’S STATE OF THE
NATION ADDRESS?

 
• Yes he did respond to my
expectations even though I need
more clarity on how declaring
loadshedding as state of disaster will
help.
• This program of absorbing new
graduates by scraping out
experience on first time
employment sector is a good move
and if implemented correctly will
have a positive impact on our fight
against unemployment.
  

Freddy Mokoele (35 years) from
Makometsane, Dr J.S Moroka
Municipality, Ward 19 in
Mpumalanga 
 

Andre Reyners is the gentleman’s name (65) from Fransburg PCO,
Northern Cape Province

 
WHAT WERE YOUR
EXPECTATIONS OF THE
PRESIDENT’S STATE OF THE
NATION ADDRESS?

DID THE PRESIDENT RESPOND TO
YOUR EXPECTATIONS?

 

 
DID THE PRESIDENT RESPOND TO
YOUR EXPECTATIONS?
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THE STATE OF THE NATION ADDRESS 2023

 



That the president should deeply
touch on the issues that particularly
affect the youth: high rate of
unemployment, crime rate,
electricity, small entrepreneurs that
were affected by the pandemic.
 DID THE PRESIDENT RESPOND TO
YOUR EXPECTATIONS?
• I was happy when he announced
that the disaster management
department led by Hon Nkosazana
will then try to resolve those
businesses that were affected. Relief
funds will be issued to try and back
up those businesses.

 WHAT WERE YOUR
EXPECTATIONS OF THE
PRESIDENT’S STATE OF THE
NATION ADDRESS?

• 

 
Mrs Coceka Mahlangu (46 years)
from Ekuthukuzeni (ward 1), Kwa-
Ngwanase, Umhlabuyalingana
Municipality, KZN.
 
• The President will talk to the
electricity crisis and Eskom and his
plans to resolve the crisis.
• To talk to the problem of
unemployment across all
employable ages not only the under
35 years. 
Expect the President to talk to
infrastructure maintenance and
tackling the problem of crime,
especially GBV and femicide.
 
​DID THE PRESIDENT RESPOND TO
YOUR EXPECTATIONS?
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• Yes, because the president’s
proposed interventions especially
with regard to the electricity crisis
and Eskom were very clear although
there is confusion about the
expansion of the cabinet and the
overlapping roles among the
ministers of Minerals and Energy.
The infrastructure development
plan announced by the President is
good and the plan to combat crime
and corruption is also good except
that there must be a concrete plan
to fight corruption within the Police
Service so that the Police can do
their work properly.
 


