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Revolutionaries regard themselves
as practical people dedicated to
changing the world. They believe

in putting things into practice i.e.
constantly testing things we say and do
according to the standard of objective
reality that confronts us on a daily
basis.

Philosophy raises questions about the
nature of the world, the concept of
truth, the basis of morality and the
relationship which exists between our
ideas and objective reality. 

The foundation of all theory is to be
found in philosophy. Philosophy serves
as the basis and foundation upon which
all thought and activity rest.

Policies and action which is based
upon a false or inadequate philosophy
can only lead to defeat as was the case
with the Apartheid philosophy. The
philosophical basis of our policies must
be correct, otherwise serious mistakes

will occur as we are carrying out tasks
that arise from these policies. 

Philosophy helps us to understand the
world as it really is, an approach which
treats the world in its own right that
exists independently of what we may
think or like the world to be.

Philosophy also helps us to understand
this world as one of interconnected
change and development, a world of
universal conflict and contradiction
between what is old and dying, and
what is new and struggling to be born. 
Philosophy alerts us to the need for
change and the importance of bringing
about this change, based on the
objective circumstances which prevail
at any given point in time.

The strategy & tactics of the ANC
makes use of this approach.
Successively since 1969 it looks at the
balance of forces, both internally and
externally when deciding upon the
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correct relationship between strategic
and tactical approaches to achieving an
end objective.

ANC Strategy & Tactics philosophically
addresses the will or need to change
things, based upon the actual
conditions that need to be changed.
Through this analytical way of
approaching life, the real balance of
forces which determines how we apply
our minds to moving forward is
realised.

What is critical is to understand the
relationship between our experience
and a deep philosophical appreciation
of the interconnected relationship
between change and development. The
political mistake that is often made by
many who seek to interpret the
conditions under which we need to
bring about change, is that they
emphasis one as more important than
the other. In other words that
experience alone will bring about the
necessary and correct change without
studying the motive forces of change
and development.

An example of this is the tendency to
over-estimate the strength of your
political opponent so that superficial
appearances of the moment are
mistaken for the deeper trends at work
in historical reality.

Simply studying philosophy alone will
not in itself ensure that mistakes are not
made. The essence of philosophy is
that it must be practically applied.

Philosophy is a guide to action, and not
a system of ideas that can be used as
a substitute for the actual task of
carefully studying the world. So
understanding the features of objective
reality, and understanding how they
inter-relate as a process of change is
very important.

Hence the Philosophical understanding
why a National Liberation Struggle had
to be waged, led by a National
Liberation Movement, in our case the
ANC, was not just based upon the
experience of oppression faced by
Black people, but an appreciation of
the interconnected contradictions in the
nature and type of colonialisation, the

system of white minority rule and
economic system that it established.

The lesson is that Philosophy must be
concretely applied and is not
something to speak about in the
abstract. What Philosophy helps us to
understand is, the particular links in the
revolutionary chain. The National
Democratic Revolution which is the
theory of our revolution (NDR),
Philosophy helps us to understand how
these links fit together as a whole so
that the constituent elements in the
NDR are properly integrated into a
coherent and overall revolutionary
strategy.

Philosophy is a way of looking at and
interpreting the world and
understanding it in general terms. It is a
part of everyday thought and speech
and all our ideas have a basis in
philosophy, whether we are aware or
not. It tackles the basic questions, the
nature of our ideas and their relation to
reality. It does so not in an abstract way
but in the light of our knowledge of
history, and our experience of reality.       




