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OBITUARIES
Tributes To Fallen Cadres

Thokozile Patience 1968–2007 ThembakuyeDlodlo 1978–2007

A GREAT LOSS to the community is
how Member of Parliament, Dennis
Bloem describes the passing of Cecilia
Chabeli, Administrator in his PCO in
Kroonstad since 1994. According to
Bloem, Chabeli was a dedicated and
committed ANC member and
community activist, upon whom the
community could rely on.

She grew up in Kroonstad and did her
high schooling in Botshabelo near
Bloemfontein. Bloem and Chabeli have
worked with each for 13 years when the
Kroonstad PCO was first opened after
ANC's victory in the first democratic
elections in 1994. Because of her
dedication and passion to serve the
community, Chabeli was elected as a
councillor in 2004.

“Kroonstad is a town that is surrounded
by farms and farm workers have a lot of
problems with the farmers, Chabeli
provided a wonderful service in helping
the farm workers, and the farm workers
knew her very well. When I am at
parliament in Cape Town, I can trust
comrade Cecilia to get the work done
and give a great service to the people.
If she had difficulties, she would phone
me for advice. She was very
committed, loyal, disciplined and
trustworthy,” Bloem fondly remembers.

Chabeli also educated herself about the
issues that were important to the
community, and she became an expert
on the labour laws. Chabeli was also
played a leading role in that
community's successful land claim
process involving Marabastad land. 

Chabeli, who passed away on 8 March
2007, is survived by her son, her
parents, three brothers and a sister.

Thokozile Patience Menziwa passed
away with her 21 year old son Phumelela
in a car accident in January.

Thoko, as she was affectionately known,
worked as a secretary for the ANC
Caucus in parliament since April 2006.
Previously, she worked as an adminis-
trator of the Engcobo Parliamentary
Constituency Office. She was raised in
Cofimvaba in the Eastern Cape, where
she completed her schooling. She later
enrolled with PE Technikon and
completed various courses in office
management.

A member of the ANC since the 1980s,
Thoko was also active in the ANCYL,
ANCWL, SACP and other progressive
organisations.

Hipor Hlatana-Gazi, Thoko's colleague
and comrade, has very fond memories
of her. “I will always remember Thoko's
passion for the ANC and her strong
feelings about political education. She
will always ask questions, and was
always on a quest for knowledge.
Comrade Thoko was also a punctual
person. She was very fond of her
children, and was always proud of the
things her children did, and their
achievements,” recalls Hipor. 

Thoko is survived by her three children, a
mother and two sisters.

Thembakuye Dlodlo, an Administrator in
the Kwambonambi PCO, passed away in
February 2007. Dlodlo, who is known to
her community of Kwambonambi in
KwaZulu/Natal as Themba, joined the
PCO in three years ago under ANC MP
Nathi Mthethwa.  He joined joined the
ANCYL in 1993 when she was only 15
years old. Themba is survived by her
five-month old baby, a mother, a brother
and four sisters.
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The ANC Parliamentary Caucus was saddened by a number of deaths within the ranks of its staff. In this edition
we pay tribute to these selfless cadres of the movement who shall be remembered at all times because of their

contribution to the service delivery to the people.




