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The commissariat takes this
opportunity to wish all the

comrades a warm welcome and good
health in the New Year. The past year
was a momentous moment in the
history of Caucus staff. Two historic
milestones deserve special recognition,
namely the inauguration of the National
Staff Forum and the launch of the staff
publication, the New Cadre. Both
occasions were graced by the presence
of comrade President Thabo Mbeki,
President of the ANC and South Africa.

The battle orders issued by the NEC on
January 8th 2004 derive from the
experience of 94 years of unremitting
struggle to establish a united, non-

racial, non-sexist and prosperous South
Africa. Building on the successes
achieved in the year of the 50th
anniversary of the Freedom Charter, the
central task consists in the imperative
that we should use our political power
to accelerate the advance towards
achieving the goal of a better life for all.

As we pursue our revolutionary struggle
for the consolidation and deepening of
the National Democratic revolution the
following should constitute our beacon:
• The conscious and organized

masses are, and must continue to
be, the makers of history;

• Historical reality demands that these
masses should unite across race,

class, gender and age divides to
wage a united struggle on the basis
of a common programme to achieve
specified national democratic
objectives (NDR); and,

• Our movement for national liberation
must continue to play its role as a
leader of these masses, continuing
to inspire their confidence because
of their quality and commitment of
its cadres and leaders and its loyalty
to the people (ANC: 2006).

The injunctions of January 8 NEC
Statement should be translated to
programmatic perspectives on the
basis of concrete material circum-
stances. For this to happen as cadres
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we should listen to the people and
understand issues that agitate them. At
all material times we should be alive to
the reality that the development of
political consciousness is inseparably
intertwined with revolutionary practice.

Practical political activity is a political
school of educating the masses into
conscious makers of history. Unity in
struggle is the bedrock of consolidating
the deepening of the National
Democratic Revolution. Necessarily
these masses should unite across race,
class, gender and age divides to wage a
united struggle on the basis of a
common programme to achieve the
victory of the NDR. Essentially the NDR
becomes a point of convergence of
national, gender and class contra-
dictions that dictate concerted efforts.
Historic milestones that will be
celebrated in 2006 should become
occasions of mass mobilization. These
milestones include the Centenary of the
Bambata rebellion, Fiftieth Anniversary
of women's march on the Union
Buildings, Fiftieth Anniversary of the

adoption of the Freedom Charter by the
ANC, Sixtieth Anniversary of the African
Miners' strike, Sixtieth Anniversary of
Mahatma Ghandi's passive resistance,
Thirtieth Anniversary of Soweto
Students' uprising and Tenth
Anniversary of South Africa's
democratic constitution.

The Bambata rebellion provides the
opportunity to focus the country on the
urgency of land restitution, land distri-
bution and agrarian revolution in favour
of the working people. Furthermore it
underscores the significance of wars of
resistance in the struggle for national
liberation. It is critical to popularize
revolutionary traditions for the purpose of
nurturing the youth and also to foster
patriotism. The celebration of the
women's movement assumes special
significance in light of the challenge to
organize a national women's movement.
The task of women's emancipation in the
words of Oliver Tambo falls on women
and men alike. In this regard cadres of
the movement should occupy a central
role in the struggle for gender equality.

The mantle of discharging leadership of
the masses cannot be proclaimed but
requires to be won in actual struggle.
For 94 years the ANC in struggle has
placed itself at the head of the struggle
for the victory of the NDR. Success in
exercising the role of a vanguard fighter
depends on conscious revolutionary
discipline, collective leadership and unity
of cadres.  Only systematic political
education and revolutionary practice
can achieve ideological and organiza-
tional unity of cadres. Experiences of
revolutionary movements confirm that
without revolutionary theory there can
be no revolutionary movement. In the
same vein revolutionary theory without
practice is sterile. Therefore going
forward in the NDR we should
underscore the unity of revolutionary
theory with revolutionary practice.

Essentially the State of the Nation
Address (SONA) translates the policies
of the ruling party into government
programmes. In perspective each SONA
represents milestones towards the
realization of a better life for all. On
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February 3 2006 President Mbeki
confidently observed, “what has been
achieved since Nelson Mandela
delivered his First State of the Nation
Address, and what we can do, given the
larger resources that have since been
generated, has surely given hope to the
masses of our people, that it is possible
for all Africa to hear the mountains and
the hills singing before them.”

The age of hope President Mbeki
speaks about is not an empty slogan or
wishful thinking. In reality the age of
hope captures progressive changes in
the material conditions of the masses.
The cumulative achievements in the
provision of basic services around
housing, electricity, water, health,
education and sanitation constitute the
age of hope for millions of our people. 

The optimism of government is shared
by the overwhelming majority of South
Africans. In this regard President Mbeki
during the State of the Nation Address
said, “with regard to the economy, late

last month the Grant Thornton
International Business Owners Survey
reported that 80% of South Africa's
business owners are optimistic about
the year ahead, making them the third
most optimistic internationally. Again last
month, the First National Bank and the
Bureau for Economic Research reported
that the consumer confidence index is at
its highest in 25 years.”

The Age of Hope tells a story of a people
at work to build a better life for all.
Increasingly the democratic state through
ASGISA is positioning itself to occupy
commanding heights in the economy. The
central objective of a developmental state
is to ensure that economic growth is
shared by all the people. Of critical
importance is to ensure that historically
marginalized social groups such as
workers, women, youth, disabled and
rural masses are beneficiaries.
Parliamentary Constituency Offices
(PCOs) are strategically located to play a
critical role in the oversight function. In
the course of performing oversight

PCOs should ensure that constituencies
are mobilized to participate in
programmes of ASGISA. For this to
happen it is vital to facilitate
development of programmes at local
level that respond to community issues.
Also effective communication among
various spheres of government and
constituencies is key to the success of
service delivery.

International solidarity work remains
pivotal in the programmes of the ANC
and government. On the occasion of the
fiftieth anniversary of the adoption of the
Freedom Charter by the ANC, the
promotion of peace and friendship
among the peoples of the world should
remain the cornerstone of our interna-
tionalism.
In this regard President Mbeki has
committed government to ensure that,
“during 2006 we will continue to engage
the African challenges, focusing on
peace and democracy in the
Democratic Republic of Congo, Cote
d'Ivoire and Sudan, the strengthening of
the African Union and the acceleration of
the process of the implementation of the
NEPAD programmes. In this context we
have to ensure that we conduct a
successful self-assessment process as
we prepare our national report for the
African Peer Review Mechanism.”
Furthermore the ANC government is
committed to the reform of the United
Nations and the strengthening of South-
South cooperation.

Also government is increasingly focusing
on preparations for the successful
hosting of the soccer world cup in 2010.
Preparations include infrastructure
arrangements, focusing mindset of the
nation and fostering commitment and
patriotism.

The significance of the overwhelming
ANC victory in the 1st March 2006 local
government elections reverberated
throughout the country. For the first time
ever thanks to the ANC majority of
councils in the country are constituted
on the basis of gender equality. In light of
the fact that local government is the
coalface of people's power and service
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delivery, henceforth issues of gender
should underpin service delivery.
Everything should be done to render all-
round support to the elected councilors
to ensure success of fundamental
transformation.

In the March 1st 2006 local government
elections, the ANC received 66.3%
share of the PR vote. The ANC has been
placed in the position of leadership in a
manner that consolidates the victory of
the 27 April 1994 democratic
breakthrough. The question that faces
every revolution is the issue of state
power. The transformation of state
power in the hands of democratic forces
is key to a better life for all.
Transformation of state power relates to
people centered and people driven
development. The truth of the matter is
that the people are their own liberators.

It is at the local level through ward
committees, street committees, popular
IDP processes, Izimbizos, transparent
and accountable councils that the
masses must be empowered to be their
liberators.

Guided by January 8 NEC statement,
Caucus seeks to achieve the objectives
of the Year of Mobilization for People's
Power through Democratic Local

Government. Necessarily pillars of the
programme should address the
following:
• First Quarter: January - March

popular mobilization for democratic
local government, with specific
emphasis on the achievement of a
decisive ANC victory in the local
government elections.

• Second Quarter: April - June
youth mobilization for transformation,
in which ANC branches lead a
sustained programme to mobilize
youth in support of local development
and transformation. During this
period, an assessment should be
undertaken to determine the extent to
which issues affecting youth have
successfully been integrated into the
work of government.

• Third Quarter: July - September
women's mobilization for transfor-

mation, in which ANC branches
similarly lead a sustained programme
to mobilize women in support of local
development and transformation.
This programme should also involve
appraisal of the involvement of all
women in structures of the ANC,
local government and broader
society, and an assessment of the
extent to which the issues most
affecting women have been
successfully integrated into the work
of government.

• Fourth Quarter: October - December
building the branches of the ANC,
involving, among other things,
focused recruitment, induction and
membership renewal; cadre
development programmes; and
planning of branch programmes to
support and sustain effective local
government for the years ahead.

The promise ushered in by the Age of
Hope for it to succeed requires the unity
of the revolutionary forces led by the
ANC. The Second Decade of Freedom
represents the deepening and consoli-
dation of popular power in the political,
economic and social spheres. Victory
requires an uncompromising struggle
against corruption, factionalism,
tribalism, nepotism, careerism, elitism
and contempt for the masses.   
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The age of hope
President Mbeki 
speaks about is 
not an empty 

slogan or wishful
thinking.

Aluta continua!  Long live the New Cadre


