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As a Municipal Speaker, Morwagashwe

presides over a 44-member Council. She

amongst others sees to it that Councillors

adhere to the code of conduct; ensures that

they comply with the Constitution of the

land, ensures that ward committees in every

ward are established; and that a good

relationship between Councillors, traditional

leaders and community development

workers exist, in line with the ANC

Stellenbosh resolutions. 

In an interview with New Cadre,

Morwagashwe tells of her feelings about her

new position, new challenges confronting her

and her resolve to serve the people of Taung.

Can you briefly capture your transition from being

Caucus Administrative Assistant to Municipal

Speaker?

I was approached by my North West ANC

Branch who requested me to stand as a Ward

Councillor in the local government election. The

Branch representatives had an extensive

discussion with the Chief Whip Mbulelo Goniwe

regarding the possibility for my release from my

position as an Administrative Assistant in the

Caucus. The Chief Whip was clear that he was

not going to stand in the way of the will of the

people and he agreed to release me. I

subsequently forwarded the Branch my formal

correspondence, accepting the nomination.

Following an overwhelming ANC victory in the

area, I became a ward councillor for the Greater

Taung municipality, where I was subsequently

elected to the position as a municipal Speaker

on March 16. 

How has this transition been for you both

politically and personally?

Politically one can say it was a baptism of fire,

due mainly to the challenges of political

instability and marches in the Greater Taung

municipality last year. There was a defiance

campaign led by certain provocateurs aimed at

boycotting the elections. These were individuals

whose things did not go their way and therefore

sought to hold the entire election work in the

area to ransom. We worked very hard to

overturn the situation and the ANC emerged

victorious. People proved once again that they

are loyal to the ANC. Out of 2 300 votes cast,

the ANC won 1 950. 
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Personally, I was and continue to be humbled by

the confidence and honour showed by the

movement in me. I was really honoured to work

for the ANC at Parliament level. I was the first

person from my area to work for the ANC at the

level of national Parliament so that really made

me proud. I have worked with extremely

supportive people since my tenure as a PCO

Administrative Assistant and for that I am a better

person today. Special thanks really should go to

the Chief Whip (Mbulelo) Goniwe, who has been

like a father to us. I attribute the political

experience I gathered in the ANC to his

unwavering support and mentorship. I also want

to thank Caucus Management for the support

and nurturing they provided me.

How have the challenges you encountered in

your new political post been so far?

Currently I am in the process of learning the

ropes. It is a learning curve. But as you have

correctly asked, every position has challenges of

its own and mine has not been an exception.

One of the very first challenges was intervening in

the resolution of constant confrontation between

local Chiefs and Councillors on a variety of

issues. We are currently in the process of

resolving this matter. We hope to put this behind

us very soon. Another immediate challenge is of

course ensuring that ward committees in all the

22 wards are established so as to enhance

delivery of services to the people in line with our

manifesto. We continue to strategise with our

councillors to achieve all these. 

How would you juxtapose your current role

with the one you played in the Caucus?

The Office of the Chief Whip serves as a public

office where members of the community regularly

come for assistance on a myriad of issues. The

Office of the Speaker in the municipality also

serves a similar purpose. In this regard there isn’t

much of a difference, except to say that my duties

now are more political than administrative. 

Had it ever occurred to you that one day you

would ascend to such a position?

It was never my ambition to become a Speaker.

It has never even formed part of my life’s goals to

hold a position of this magnitude. But it was the

will of the movement and the people and, as a

committed cadre; I had to welcome the

deployment. I feel honoured that I am serving our

people under the banner of the tried and tested

movement.

What message do you have to your fellow

Caucus cadres?

I am one of the many examples who bear

testimony to the fact that everyone is important

before the eyes of the ANC. As the President told

us during the Staff Lekgotla in December, no

comrade in the ANC is lesser than the other. We

all occupy important positions in the movement

and it does not mean that if one is an MP he or

she is of superior standing than an ordinary

member of staff. We all constitute an important

cadreship of the movement. Any staff member of

the movement can hold any leadership position.

ANC recognises good work and rewards it. 

My message to staff is that they should take part

in their branches and work hard to strengthen

them.

Morwagashwe is congratulated by the North West Health MEC Nomonde Rasmeni during her 
inauguration as speaker


