
Black and white t-shirts emblazoned
with bold and clear ANC election

messages became a usual sight around
the Cape Town townships during the
months leading up to the March
municipal election. 

This phenomenon bore no unordinary
feature, except that it was characterised
by the involvement of Caucus staff -
who together with Members of

Parliament and local leaders, worked to
ensure that the people of Cape Town
champion their own destiny by securing
an ANC victory.

The campaign started in earnest in
December when hundreds of staff, who
had come for the five-day National Staff
Lekgotla, joined local leaders in a door-
to-door elections campaign. Since that
December, in which for the first time

cadres from all provinces made it their
business to assist the electorate in the
city, the campaign had continued to
intensify. 

For months, members of staff worked
tirelessly with their political principals on
a daily basis around the election work. 

The interaction afforded community
members an opportunity to share their
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An army of cadres arrive in Site C, Khayelitsha, to campaign

challenges and where possible, received
appropriate assistance on the spot. The
visibly impressed community members
were deeply humbled by the visits, which
are consistent with the popular character
of a caring movement.

Although most members of staff are
working closely with communities on a
daily basis in the Parliamentary
Constituency Offices (PCO), they

stressed that they learned a lot from the
experience as much as community
members did from the visits.  
Taut Khauoe, who works at the Tembisa
PCO, said the campaign exposed to him
new challenges that confront the
movement while on the other hand
made him realise the huge progress the
ANC government has made in delivering
to the people. 

“Campaigns such as this are critical. What
we embarked on when we were in the
Cape was really huge - no other party
except the ANC could have pulled off such
a massive campaign,” said Khauoe. He
added that the campaign demonstrated to
all that the movement's caring principle
knew no geographical limits.

Esther Rajuili, Secretary to the
Chairperson Education in the Free State



18

legislature, also formed part of Caucus
cadres who campaigned in the Cape
townships. Rajuili said the ANC should be
commended for continuing with a
programme of closer liaison with
communities even beyond the election
period.

“Councillors should really be
encouraged to closely interact with the
people on a continuous basis. I was
personally hugely enlightened by my
involvement - it was quite an
experience”.

Chief Whip Mbulelo Goniwe told
members of staff in Parliament recently
that the outcome of the city's election
results posed a challenge on everyone
to continue working together with
communities to reclaim the city.    

Young people were also the target of the campaign


