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The leadership collective and staff
representatives of the ANC Parliamentary

Caucus met recently for a three-day Annual
Strategic Planning Workshop in Cape Town. 

The workshop allowed the ANC Caucus the
opportunity to evaluate progress it has made
in achieving its mandate as well as identify and
address bottlenecks in achieving the goals of
a better life for all. 

Whenever strategic forums such as these take
place, they emerge with a concise and realistic
plan of how Caucus is going to practically give
effect to its program of action as set out in,
amongst others, the January 8th Statement. 
The Workshop was addressed by the
Chairperson of the Caucus Political Committee

and Deputy President of the Republic,
Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, Deputy Secretary
General Sankie Mthembi-Mahanyele,
Chairperson of Caucus Vytjie Mentoor and
Chief Whip Mbulelo Goniwe. Their inputs
contributed immensely to the stimulating
debate during plenary and further inspired
debates in the various clusters and
commissions.

A central point was that Caucus needed to
improve its internal and external organizational
communication to enhance closer liaison with
communities. In this regard, Caucus must be
aware of the opportunities that are presented
by the various improvements in the information
and communication technology sector. 

The ANC has once again, received an
overwhelming mandate from the people of
South Africa during this year's local
government elections. The movement
remains committed to ensuring that it delivers
on the trust that people placed on it.
Consistent with the culture and tradition of the
organization, the ANC will continue liaising
with all communities in all the provinces in an
effort to mobilize them behind the people's
contract to create work and fight poverty.
In the Western Cape, where the ANC lost the
Metro and several other councils, more work
will be done to ensure that the situation does
not reoccur. 

Other issues discussed during the plenary
session included the ANC's role in bringing
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about global solidarity amongst progressive
organizations and bodies. The commitment to
the upliftment of the continent and South
America was highlighted. 

The workshop also
emerged with

programmatic tasks in
the areas of Social

Transformation,
Economic

Transformation, Peace
and Stability and
Monitoring and
Governance.

The forum focused critically on ways to
enhance the Caucus's administrative capacity.
This will see the day-to-day functioning of the
Caucus being further beefed up through
adequate resourcing to successfully marshal
the programs for 2006. The programs relates
to Constituency Work, Caucus Administration,
Oversight and Accountability, Transformation of
Parliament and other elements of Caucus
Support Services. 

The Strategic Workshop also focused on ways
to effectively and efficiently improve the well-
being of comrades through counseling
services, culturing and sports activities. 

Further taking forward the decision of the last
national conference, the workshop
emphasized the role ANC veterans can play in
furthering the objectives of the movement.
These leaders, the workshop acknowledged,
have a wealth of knowledge and wisdom that
can assist the course of the mass democratic
revolution.

The strategic workshop mapped the way in
which the ANC Caucus intends to give effect
to the goals of achieving a better life for all. 

Deputy President Mlambo-Nqcuka addressed the Workshop

Staff were also represented at the workshop


